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TRANSACTIONS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 1878. 



Annual meeting held at Ohickering Hall, corner Eighteenth Street 
and Fifth Avenue, New York, on Tuesday evening, January 8th. 

Chief -Justice Daly, President of the Society, in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was, on motion, 
dispensed with. 

The treasurer, Mr. George Cabot "Ward, read his annual report, 
showing a cash balance to the credit of the Society, in the general 
fund, of 11,032.71; and in the permanent fund, of $3,872.51. The 
report was accepted and ordered on file. 

The annual report of the Council for 1877 was then read by Mr. 
William Remsen, chairman, and, on motion, was accepted and ordered 
on file. 

The Committee on Nominations presented the following report: 

" The Nominating Committee appointed to select officers to fill 
vacancies under resolution of the Society passed at its meeting De- 
cember 17, 1877, respectfully report the following nominees for re- 
election, in accordance with Chap. V., Sec. 2, of the Amended By- 
Laws, adopted December 29, 1876: 

'■^For President — Charles P. Daly, LL.D. ; term to expire January, 
1879. 

^^For Vice-President — Francis A. Stout; term to expire January, 
1881. 

'■^For Domestic Corresponding Secretary — James Muhlenberg 
Bailey; term to expire January, 1881. 

'■'■For Treasurer — George Cabot Ward; term to expire January, 
1879. 

"■For Councillors — Wm. Remsen, Harlow M. Hoyt, J. Carson Bre- 
voort, Clarence King, Henry H. Hammond; terms to expire January, 
1881. 

" Respectfully, 

(Signed) " N. BJERRING, Chairman. 
"JOHN D. JONES, 
"JOHN A. HADDEN, 

" Committee.'''' 
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The above report was, on motion, unanimously adopted. 

The Society then proceeded to a ballot, which resulted in the 
unanimous election of the above given ticket. 

The Rev. William Elliott Griffis, late of the Imperial University, 
Tokio, Japan, was introduced, and read a paper upon "Japan: Geo- 
graphical and Social, with Personal Experiences." It was illustrated 
with stereopticon views. 

On motion, the thanks of the Society were extended to Mr. Griffis 
for his able paper, and a copy of it was requested for publication in 
the Society's Journal. 

On motion the Society adjourned. 



Meeting of January 31, 1878, held at Chickering Hall, New York, 
for the reception of His Excellency the Earl of Dufferin, K. P., 
K.G.B., then Governor General of Canada; and for the consideration 
of Capt. H. W. Howgate's plan for the exploration of the Arctic 
regions. 

Chief-Justice Daly in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, January 8, 
was, on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
Council, were declared elected members of the Society: 

Fellows — Prank Daulte, Gen. H. Day, U. S. Army, J. A. Bennett, 
George S. Howe, Mrs. A. Gescheidt, Henry Herrman, Henry M. White- 
head, James W. Gillies, J. P. Loubat, LL.D.. Richard Brodhead, 
George H. Jones, Prof. J. B. McMaster, S. H. Whitherbee, K. Corn- 
wallis, R. C. Black, Cornelius K Bliss, James Scott, Prank Work, 
Russell Sage, Wm. K. Vanderbilt, William R. Garrison, John R. 
Voorhis, B. T. Babbitt, John C. Eno, Charles Matthews, Charles 
Coudert, Daniel D. Lord, Henry Day, Wm. A. Cole, Willy Wallach, 
Arthur G. Sedgwick, and Thomas Scott. 

Corresponding Member — Henry James Morgan, Esq., Ottawa, 
Canada. 

The President introduced Lieut. Greeley, U.S.N., who represented 
Capt. H. W. Howgate, and read a paper upon " Capt. Howgate's 
Plan for the Exploration of the Arctic Regions." 

Addresses were then made by Chief -Justice Daly, Bayard Taylor, 



Transactions of the Society for 1878. lix 

William Cullen Bryant, Lord Dufferin, and Dr. Isaac I. Hayes. 
(See Part II., p. 276.) 

Lord Dufferin was then unanimously elected an honorary member 
of the Society. 

Certain resolutions complimentary to Mr. H. M. Stanley were 
unanimously adopted. 

On motion the meeting adjourned. 



Meeting of February 27, held at Chickering Hall, New York. 

General Geobge W. Cullum in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, January 31, 
was, on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
Council, were declared duly elected members of the Society: 

Fellows — William Rhinelander Stewart, Arthur W. Parsons, John 
C. Morrison, and G. Melville Brown. 

Life Fellow — Oliver Grant Barton. 

Chief-Justice Daly, President of the Society, was introduced, and 
delivered his "Annual Address upon the Geographical Work of the 
World in 1877," illustrated with stereopticon views. 

The thanks of the Society, on motion, were given Chief -Justice 
Daly, and a copy of his very able address requested for publication. 

On motion the Society adjourned. 



Meeting of March 21, held at Chickering Hall, New York. 

Chief -Justice Daly in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of February 27, was, on motion, dis- 
pensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
Council, were duly elected members of the Society: 

Fellows — Charles H. Rogers, John Ellis, M.D., Edwin Parsons, 
J. J. Slocum, A. Wright Sandford, John W. Wells, Judge Noah H. 
Swayne, William H. Merrick, Orville A. Roarbach, Charles Dana, 
William R. Sands, S. Newton Smith, and William K. Hinman. 
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Life Fellow — James Lorillard Kernochan. 

Prof. W. Wright Hawkes delivered a lecture on " The So-called 
Celtic Monuments of Brittany, in Prance," illustrated with stereop- 
ticon views. 

The thanks of the Society were extended to Prof. Hawkes for his 
valuable paper, and a copy of it was requested for publication. 

On motion the Society adjourned. 



Meeting of April 6, held at Chickering Hall, New York. 

Chief -Justice Daly in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, March 21, 
was, on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
Council, were declared duly elected Fellows of the Society: 

Fellows — The Rev. Philip A. H. Brown, James Brand, Gen. L. B. 
d'Cesnola, W. P. Smull, Capt. J. A. Judson, C.E., Thomas Rainey, 
M.D., and Lehman Israels. 

Mr. Elial F. Hall read a paper entitled " Gerard Mercator : his 
Life and Works," illustrated with stereopticon views and maps. 

On motion of Prof. W. Wright Hawkes, seconded by Mr. James 
Carson Breevort, the thanks of the Society were given to Mr. Hall 
for his very valuable paper, and a copy of it was requested for pub- 
lication. 

On motion the Society adjourned. 



Meeting of May 14th, held at Chickering Hall, New York. 

Chief -Justice Daly in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, April 16, was, 
on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
Council, were declared duly elected Fellows of the Society: 

Fellows — William E. S. Fales, the Rev. William S. Adamson, 
Thomas H. Robinson, Gen. Thos. R. Tannatt, and Alphonse 
Montant. 

Mr. Jess Young, F.R.G.S., read a paper upon his " Recent Jour- 
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ney of Exploration, as the Astronomer of the Giles Expedition, across 
the Continent of Australia; its Deserts, Native Races, and Natural 
History,'' illustrated with stereopticon views. 

On motion of Col. T. Bailey Myers, the thanks of the Society were 
given to Mr. Young for his interesting paper, and a copy of it was 
requested for publication. 

On motion the Society adjourned. 



Meeting of May 28, held at Chickering Hall, New York. 

Chief -Justice Daly in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting. May 14, was, 
on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
Council, were declared duly elected Fellows of the Society: 

Fellows — Nestor Ponce de Leon, Horace A. Foote, and Charles 
■P. Austin. 

Col. C. Chaille Long read a paper upon " Egypt, Africa, an d 
Africans," illustrated with stereopticon views. 

The Society, on motion, adjourned. 



Meeting of November 12, held at Chickering Hall, New York. 

Chief -Justice Daly in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, May 28th, 
was, on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
Council, were declared duly elected members of the Society: 

Fellows — J. C. Reed, Louis T. Lehmeyer, James Motley, Horace 
Holden, Isaac F. Wood, W. W. Wakeman, Alexander R. Chisolm, 
Franklin Edson, Theodore de Joly de Sabla, and William Watson. 

Honorary Members — Sir George Nares, R.N., London ; Prof. A. 
E. Nordenskjold, Sweden; and Sir Thomas Elder, Australia. 

Rear Admiral Daniel Ammen, U. S. Navy, read a paper upon 
" The Proposed Interoceanic Ship Canal across the American Isth- 
mus, between Grey town and Brito, via Lake Nicaragua; its Feasi- 
bility as a Commercial Question, and its Advantages as Compared 
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with other proposed Routes." It was illustrated with stereopticon 
views. 

On motion the thanks of the Society were given to Admiral 
Ammen for his very valuable paper, and a copy of it was requested 
for publication. 

On motion the Society adjourned. 



Meeting of December 12, held at Chickering Hall, New York. 

Chief -Justice Daly in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, November 
12th, was, on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
Council, were declared duly elected members of the Society: 

Fellows — J. Warren Brown, Prof. Howard Osgood, George B. 
Prescott, J. Romaine Brown, Charles Whittemore, Thomas W, 
Whittemore, the Rev. William M. Taylor, D.D., and Hiram Hitch- 
cock. 

Life Member — Lieut. Theodorus B. M. Mason, U.S.N. 

The President, upon motion, appointed Prof. John McMuller, 
Chairman, Alexander M. L. Agnew, and Prof. Henry W. Dunshee, 
as the Nominating Committee, to select suitable candidates for officers 
of the Society, under Chap. V., Sec. 2, of the By-Laws, and to report 
at the Society's annual meeting in January, 1879. 

Mr. James Douglas, Jr., gave an account of his " Journey along 
the West Coast of South America, from Panama to Valparaiso;" it 
was illustrated with stereopticon views. 

On motion of the Hon. Isaac I. Hayes, the thanks of the Society 
were given to Mr. Douglas, and a copy of his paper was requested 
for publication. 

On motion the Society adjourned. 



